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Good Morning Sen, Coleman, Representative Tong, ‘and_ members of the Judiciary
Committee. T would like to express my support for SB 457 AN ACT CONCERNING A CAUSE
OF ACTION FOR INJURY TO PERSON OR PROPERTY BASED ON NEGLIGENT

INFLICTION OF EMOTIONAL DISTRESS.

Connecticut law does not currently recognize ﬁegligent infliction of emotional distresé
(NIED) for loss of property. This was brought to my attention by a.n article in the Law Tribune'.
The article describes a case in which six rings with both financial and emotional value were
stolen ﬁom.the body of a woman who died at Bridgeport Hospital. Although the family of the
decedent could recover the financial value of these items, the emotional distress claims were
dismissed. The trial court held “that Connecticut courts dé not recognize a cause of action for
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negligent infliction of emotional distress based solely on damage to property”” this was upheld

on appcal.3

Certain kinds of property (such as a keepsake from a grandparent or a belove& family pet)
have emotional value far beyond their monetary worth. The loss of this kind of property cannot
be replaced by its cash value. SB 457 would allow for claims based on negligent infliction of
emotional distress so that victims of thi.s tort could recover for their emotional losses, The
Cornmiﬁee might wish to consider capping the amoimt that a persoﬂ cén recover for NIED -
claims; 1 look forward to working with you on this legislation. Thank you for hearing this

important bill
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